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April 6, 2019 
1st Annual 

Terre Haute 
Bird Festival 

WVAS Annual Banquet at MCL 
(Topic to be announced) 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019   6pm 

Racing Pigeons 
Wednesday, 

March 20th, 2019 
6:30pm at 

Dobbs Park 
Nature Center 

Dr.  Thomas G.  Morgan i s  a 
psychotherapist, author, farmer of 
performance livestock, and racing 
pigeon breeder in rural Parke county.  He will be discussing all aspects of breeding, 
husbandry, and performance of racing pigeons.  If conditions are favorable Dr. 
Morgan may release one of his racing pigeons to fly home that evening too.  All 
members and non-members are invited to this free program.  Light refreshments 
will be provided. 

Join us for our annual banquet at MCL 
Restaurant and Bakery.  Our speaker 
this year will be Lorrie Heber, 
director of White Violet Center for 
Eco-Justice and White Violet Farm 
Alpacas, both ministries of the Sisters 
of Providence. 
 
Guests will pay for their own meal, 
but the cost to attend is only $5 per 
person. 
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Annual Banquet at MCL 

Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
See page 1 for more details. 

Wednesday, March 20th, 2019 
See page 1 for more details. 

Racing Pigeons 

Saturday, April 6th, 2019 
See page 5 for more details. 

1st Annual Terre Haute Bird Festival 

Saturday, May 11th, 2019   All Day 
Join us in identifying and counting the birds of Vigo County.  To 

participate, please contact Peter Scott at peter.scott@indstate.edu. 

Big May Day Bird Count 

Upcoming Events 

Annual Spring Picnic 

Wednesday, May 15th, 2019 
6pm  at Dobbs Park 

Come out to Dobbs Park for a relaxing evening 
and picnic.  Bring a dish to share and a drink and 
table service.  You may also want to bring your 
fishing pole (with fishing license) or yard games.   
You may also want to take a hike on one of the 

many trails. 

Yellow warbler by Jim Sullivan 

Dobbs Park at Sunrise by Brendan Kearns 
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Studying Lizards and Behavior in Croatia 

Saturday, February 20th, 2019 
Dobbs Park Nature Center 

Whooping Cranes 

Saturday, February 9th, 2019 
Dobbs Park Nature Center 

Birding with WVAS 
Bird Netting Demonstrations 

Saturday, 
February 2nd & 16th, 2019 
Dobbs Park Nature Center 

(Right) WVAS board member, Ben Cvengros dons the 
whooping crane rearing costume.  Photo by Carissa Lovett 

Recently Completed Events 

(Left)  Zoe Delefortrie showing some amateur 
birders a house sparrow that was caught in her net. 
Photo by Morgan Chaney. 

(Right) Green Lizard by Diana Hews 
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Officers and Board Members Needed! 

Many officers and board members will be retiring and 
leaving the area. We need people to fill MANY positions, 
such as president, vice-president, secretary, and board 
members. 
Without these positions, we cannot to have a functioning 
organization. We need your help. No experience required 
and minimal time commitment. 

 

Nominate someone (or yourself) today. 

Recently Completed Events (continued) 

Birding with WVAS - Bird Song Hike 

Saturday, March 16th, 2019 
Dobbs Park 

Ben Cvengros led a hike of nearly a dozen participants on 
the trails of Dobbs Park. Twenty-six species of birds were 
seen, including an Eastern Phoebe, a Northern Flicker 
which flew over everyone’s heads, and a Red-shouldered 

Hawk nest with a female incubating eggs. Spring is here! 

WVAS board member, Ben Cvengros leads amateur birders 
along the trails of Dobbs Park.  Photo by Ellen Lunsford. 

Short-eared owl at Universal Mine by Amber Slaughterbeck 
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        Live Bird Presentations, 

         Guided Bird Hikes, 

         Bird Netting Demos, 

          Bird Talks, 

         Kids’ Crafts, 

                 Merchandise, 

       Bake Sale 

At Dobbs Park 
5170 E. Poplar St. 

Terre Haute, IN  

47803 

812-877-1095 



Page 6 Nature News & Notes 

Marion T. Jackson 
August 19, 1933 - February 07, 2019 

Dr. Marion T. Jackson, 85, of Terre Haute passed away at Brookdale of Ft. 
Wayne on Thursday, February 7, 2019. He was born near Versailles on 
August 19, 1933 the son of Marshall and Estelle Fox Jackson. 
 

He was married to Jaleh Jorjani on June 1, 1985 and she preceded him in 
death in June of 2016. Survivors include two daughters Arshia Myers of 
Dayton, Ohio, and Grousha (Jason) Birkenbeul of Ft. Wayne; four 
granddaughters Elise and Libby Myers, and Mia and Claire Birkenbeul; also 

his sister-in-law Eva Fern Jackson of Versailles. He was also preceded in death by his parents, his brothers 
Willard, Kenneth, and Hubert Jackson, and his sisters Naomi Ruth Carter, Margaret Jobst, and Neva Rea. 
 

Mr. Jackson was a 1951 graduate of Versailles High School and began his working career at Coca-Cola in Ft. 
Wayne in June of 1951. He served with the US Naval Reserve from 1953 to 1955 aboard the USS Currituck, a 
seaplane tender based at Norfolk, Virginia. In 1955 he was employed in Ft. Wayne as a technical writer in the 
Talos ground-to-air missile program at the Farnsworth Electronics Company. He received his B.S. degree in 
Conservation of Natural Resources from Purdue University in 1961 and received his PhD degree in plant ecology 
from Purdue in 1964. 
 

He was a former professor at Moorhead State University and in September of 1964 began a 37-year career at 
Indiana State University in Terre Haute as a professor in the Life Science department, also teaching part time at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College near Terre Haute. Mr. Jackson authored two books including "The Natural 
Heritage of Indiana" and also "Indiana Trees," in an effort to protect the state's natural heritage and biodiversity. 
He also spent many summers working for the US Forest Service in Idaho, the National Park Service in Oregon, 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service in Alaska. Other accomplishments in Mr. Jackson's career included being 
editor and president for the Indiana Academy of Science, president of the Indiana Chapter of the Nature 
Conservancy, president of the Wabash Valley Audubon Society, and serving on the Board of Trustees of the 
Natural Areas Association. He was also named Conservationist of the Year in 2017 by the Ouabache Land 
Conservancy.  

Mike Lunsford: Marion Jackson 'was a gift to us, a treasure' 
Teacher, writer & preservationist lived fully, leaves enormous legacy 

Mike Lunsford        Feb 24, 2019 

Twenty years ago, I read a short essay by Marion Jackson. In it, he described how, as a boy of 13, he climbed to 
the top of a huge beech tree to retrieve the eggs of a red-shouldered hawk a neighbor had killed. 
 

Nearly 80 feet from the ground, he hesitated long enough amid the swaying branches to button the eggs into his 
shirt pockets, then gazed out across the “undulating tree crowns” of the Ripley County forest below him.  He 
wrote that the trees had “…the first wash of spring greening,” and “I beheld a sight that I will never forget.” 
 

We lost Marion a few weeks ago.  At 85, he had lived a life that was as rich and full as a man can have; he was a 
gift to us, a treasure.  His memories and observations, written in the cadences and language of a poet, are with us 
still, but Marion’s legacy also lives on through the land he worked hard to preserve and the many friends who 
already miss him.  He wanted future generations to experience what he said was the opportunity, “…to develop 

(Continued on page 7) 
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a deep and abiding kinship with the landscape and all of its life.” 
I knew Marion, although not well enough; he kindly endorsed 
one of my books years ago, knowing, hopefully, how much I 
admired his magnificent “The Natural Heritage of 
Indiana” (Indiana University Press, 1997, 482 pages), a massive 
anthology of essays, photographs, and maps that he both edited 
and contributed to. 
 

I consider it the best single volume about the natural history of 
the state I’ve ever seen, and I often find myself gravitating to its 
heft when writing or thinking about a bird or tree, an 
outcropping of stone or a patch of weeds. 
 

Born August 19, 1933, on a 160-acre farm south of Versailles, 
Indiana, Marion spent his childhood in both self-sufficient work 
and outdoor exploration, awed by a life in tune with tilled soil, 
blackberry patches, and a rock quarry pond.  Along with his 
small school, and even smaller church, that patch of earth 
constituted the world of Tanglewood, and, as he put it, “We 
grew up close to the land, and its multitude of creatures, living 
life in a way that enabled us to see ourselves as part of the 
environmental web that supports all life.” 
 

For a man who accomplished so much, Marion remained true 
to his roots, as he said, to the “world that was to stay with me 
throughout the rest of my life.”  From a family of nine trying to 
feed itself on a little corn, winter wheat, and chickens, to the 
U.S. Navy Reserve, to earning his doctorate at Purdue 
University, to a long and distinguished teaching career at 
Indiana State University and Saint Mary-of-the Woods College, 
Jackson never forgot the “horse-powered farm in southern 
Indiana.”  Despite its lack of electricity and indoor plumbing, 
those rural days ingrained in him a healthy fear that a totally 
urbanized existence leaves us bereft of the simple riches of 
nature. 
 

Always educating, instructing, and teaching those virtues, Marion became deeply involved locally with, among 
many other organizations, the Wabash Valley Audubon Society, TREES, Inc. (along with the late Joy Sacopulos), 
and the Ouabache Land Conservancy. 
 

To the Conservancy, Marion donated 15 acres of what would become known as the Jackson-Schnyder Nature 
Preserve.  Located just west of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods campus, the property was formerly owned by Julius 
Schnyder, a Swiss immigrant who bought it in 1929.  Marion purchased the acreage from the family and once 
referred to it as his “personal retreat.”  It has not been logged for nearly 80 years now, and he enjoyed walking 
the land with anyone who was willing to wander its ravines and patches of wildflowers and listen to his stories 
and lessons. 
 

Marion purchased the acreage from the family and once referred to it as his “personal retreat.”  It has not been 
logged for nearly 80 years now, and he enjoyed walking the land with anyone who was willing to wander its 
ravines and patches of wildflowers and listen to his stories and lessons. 
 

“You can take the boy out of the woods, but you can’t take the woods out of the boy,” Keith Ruble, former 
Superintendant of Vigo County Parks, said of his good friend.  “One of the greatest gifts that Marion left us was 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Photo courtesy of Marty Jones “Marion 

Jackson lived a life that was as rich and full as a 

man can have; he was a gift to us, a treasure,” 

says columnist Mike Lunsford. “His memories 

and observations, written in the cadences and 

language of a poet, are with us still, but 

Marion’s legacy also lives on through the land 

he worked hard to preserve and the many 

friends who already miss him.” 
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his influence to save natural areas of Indiana.  He told me that his students were good, but they did not get what 
‘I got growing up.’  I asked him what he meant, and he said, ‘You learn about nature by personally experiencing it, 
but my students today learn it from books.’  He sure was a good friend, and I will miss him,” Ruble added. 
 

Mary Beth Eberwein, who was a student of Marion’s in courses such as Ecology, Plant Taxonomy, and Wildlife 
Conservation, soon became a friend and colleague; she eventually spent 16 years as director of the Dobbs Park 
Nature Center.  She says of him, “He was not only a good teacher, but an interesting one, as well. I especially 
enjoyed going on field trips with him since he always had good illustrations and funny stories to entertain us… I 
was very impressed with Marion’s knowledge of trees and their uses, and I wonder if he learned some of those 
from his father and grandfather.” 
 

Eberwein added, “I’ve never been very good at finding bird nests, so I was impressed with him when he told me 
about the little notebooks he kept as a child, filled with notes on the nests he had found… We all have good 
memories of Marion.” 
 

John Whitaker, who has spent decades studying the natural world himself, was both a fellow teacher and friend 
of Jackson’s.  “Marion often talked of his family and growing up on the farm near Versailles.  Very similar to me, 
he hunted and fished, and gathered greens, berries, nuts and fruits,” Whitaker says.  “He often said that he 
should have been born much earlier.  We talked considerably about the human population problem.”  But when 
it came to politics, Whitaker told me that Marion simply said, “Oh, hell, John.  We can’t do anything about it 
anyway.” 
 

Laura Bakken, along with husband, George, also delighted in knowing Marion.  She said, “He helped us 
enormously when we bought our ramshackle farmhouse near the Markle Mill Dam.  All the fruit trees have since 
died, but we will always remember the time he spent helping us prune, or turn the cherries into wine, or harvest 
the apples.  His stories were always fascinating, and I wish he’d written more of them down.” 
Over the years, Marion and I had a nodding acquaintance kind of friendship.  I heard him speak a few times, but 
never sat in one of his classes or tagged along on one of his walks.  It is my loss, for whether he knew it or not, I 
admired his natural life, one rougher and more hardscrabble than mine, yet one I connect to each time I head to 
the woods. 
 

He wrote about and spoke of the lives of creeks and forests, of grapevines and owls, of breezy solitude and 
laughter-filled friendships, and in that essay he said he feared, as naturalist John Muir had, a life of “the 
characterless cable of conformity.” 
 

Whenever he worried about that, I believe Marion returned to the memories of his “homeplace,” perhaps of 
those hawk eggs, which he kept for the rest of his life, and of what he called, “the carefree barefoot days of 
fencerow rambling.” 

 

C o n t a c t  M i k e  L u n s f o r d  a t 
hickory913@gmail.com or c/o the Tribune-
Star at PO Box 149, Terre Haute, IN 47808. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza 
Welcome to nature: The Jackson-Schnyder 
Nature Preserve is a 15-acre tract of forest 
and tallgrass prairie off of Concannon Avenue.  
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For a donation of at least $1.00, receive a packet of swamp milkweed seeds.  

These can be obtained at any WVAS meeting or at Dobbs Park Nature Center. 

Have you wanted to watch birds at nests or feeders, but didn’t have the resources to do so at home? Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology makes it easy to watch several species of birds on their nests and at feeding stations around 
the world.  Just go to  http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/all-cams/  to check out all they have to offer. You 
could spend hours watching these birds forage and raise their young. 

Feeder & Nest 

Cams 
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Events at a Glance 

Mar. 2nd 10am-12pm  Birding with WVAS - Bird Netting at DPNC 

   Free 

Mar. 6th 6:30pm  WVAS Board Meeting at DPNC 

Mar. 9th 10:30am  Hellbenders @ DPNC 

   Free - Please pre-register at 812-877-1095 

Mar. 16th 10am  Birding with WVAS - Bird Song Hike at DPNC 

   $3.00 fee.  Please pre-register at 812-877-1095 

Mar. 20th 6:30pm  WVAS Member Meeting at DPNC 

    

Apr. 3rd 6:30pm  WVAS Board Meeting at DPNC 

Apr. 6th 1pm-5pm  1st Annual Bird Festival at Dobbs Park 

   Free event. 

Apr. 13th 10:30am  Walk Through The Wildflowers at DPNC 

   Free  Please pre-register at 812-877-1095 

Apr. 17th 6pm  WVAS Annual Banquet 

   Location and topic to be determined 

May 1st 6:30am  WVAS Board Meeting - New Board 

   Location to be announced 

May 11th All day  Big May Day Bird Count 

   Contact Peter Scott for details 

May 15th 6pm  WVAS Annual Spring Picnic 

   Location to be announced 

May 18 10:30am  Lightning Bugs: Indiana’s State Insect at DPNC 

   $2.00 fee.  Please pre-register at 812-877-1095 

Short-eared owl by 
Jim Sullivan 
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WVAS T-Shirt Sales 

We now have t-shirts available 
for only $10 each! 

 

You can purchase a shirt at any one of our 
upcoming member or board meetings, or 

Dobbs Park Nature Center. 
 
 

Cash or check 
only, please.  

 
 

The color choices 
and design are 
pictured below.  
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Get Involved! 

Wabash Valley Audubon Society Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteering is fun and not just for the members of the board!  There are many easy ways you can help the 
organization.  Here are a few: 
 

Hospitality 
Sign up to bring a snack to one of the monthly meetings.  This does not have to be homemade, you can just 
pick something up from the store. 
 

Dates for 2019:    Mar. 20th 
 

Birding with Wabash Valley Audubon at Dobbs Park Nature Center 
WVAS is providing public educational programs.  Volunteer to help out at one of these programs as many 
have a craft component.  Or volunteer to lead one of the hikes or presentations.  For a list of the future 
program topics go to our Facebook page or email us. 
 

Outreach 
WVAS attends many educational events.  We man a table and pass out information about WVAS and 
wildlife.  Look for opportunities to help throughout this and upcoming newsletters. 
 

Board Meetings 
You are welcome to sit in on board meetings, which is a great way to find out more about the organization 
and ways to help out. 
 

Dates for 2019: Apr. 3rd May 1st 
 

To help out with any of the above or if you have questions, please feel free to contact 
Morgan Chaney at 812-219-1139 or mchaney@sycamores.indstate.edu. 

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Membership Reminder 
September started the new fiscal year for WVAS, 
so please remember to renew your membership. 

We would like to see photos from our members.  Here are some ideas, 
but you are not limited to this list. 
 

 Take pictures while birding, hiking, or at our meetings 
 Do you have an interesting bird visiting your feeders? 
 Have you seen an animal you cannot identify? 
 Do you have a nice picture of a weather event? 
 Have you seen a cool reptile or amphibian? 
 Take pictures of butterflies, trees, flowers, the sky is not the limit. 
 We would like to include photos of our members enjoying the 

outdoors. 
Bird’s nest by Ellen Lunsford 
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President & Programs: 
Morgan Chaney 

mchaney3@sycamores.indstate.edu 
 

Vice-President & Field Trips: 
Carissa Lovett 

carissa.lovett@terrehaute.in.gov 
 

Secretary: 
Taylor Burris 

burris.taylor@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Phil Cox 

philwcox@gmail.com 
 

Membership: 
Lucinda Berry 

laberry@eiu.edu 

WVAS Officers for 2018-2019 

If you have a topic or photo you would like to share, please contact Carissa or Ellen. 
All Wabash Valley Audubon Society events are open to the public.  

The Wabash Valley Audubon Society (WVAS) serves Clay, Parke, Sullivan, Vermillion and Vigo counties.  The 
public is welcome to attend our activities, including monthly meetings, field trips and conservation projects. 

WVAS is involved in appropriate projects to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, interact with other 
local organizations and groups with similar concerns, and provide educational opportunities to the local 
community to increase their awareness, appreciation, and involvement in the natural world that surrounds 
them. 

WVAS Mission 

Like us on Facebook 

A reminder to our members who receive the NNN by mail: 
The Nature News and Notes newsletter can be read and enjoyed in full color on our website, 
www.wabashvalleyaudubonsociety.org.  Just click on the word “Publications” in the top row of links on the 
homepage to visit our archives. 

Follow us on Twitter 
@THAudubon 

Contact us at 
Wabashvalleyaudubon 

@gmail.com . 

The Wabash Valley Audubon Society 
is a Chapter of National Audubon Society, Inc. 

Newsletter Editors:  
Carissa Lovett 
Ellen Lunsford 

mabel819@aol.com 

 

Directors at Large: 
Lucinda Berry 
Ben Cvengros 

bencvengros@gmail.com 
 

Bird Count Compilers: 
Peter Scott 

peter.scott@indstate.edu 
Dan Weber 

danleeweber@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Marty Jones 

indth33@yahoo.com 
Morgan Chaney 



Wabash Valley Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 2338 

Terre Haute IN 47802-2338 

Mar/Apr 2019 

JOIN AUDUBON Wabash Valley Audubon Society     Code No. H05 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________  State: __________________  Zip: _________________ 
 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Renewing National Member..............................................................................................$20 
Includes Audubon Magazine, Nature News & Notes, National & Chapter Membership 
—Make Check Payable to: National Audubon Society 
Mail to: National Audubon Society   Box 97194    Washington, D.C. 20090-7194  
 

OR: 
New National Member (make check payable to National Audubon Society)…..……$20 
Chapter Only Member (make check payable to WVAS)...............................................$15 
Includes Chapter Membership and online access to Nature News & Notes. 
Mail to: Wabash Valley Audubon Society   P.O. Box 2338   Terre Haute, IN 47802-2338 
 

OR: 
Additional Contribution: $__________ 


